Chap.V.1          IDJOPSYCHOLOGICAL ETHICS.                147

dent natures, holding up the mirror to our being, and at
once taking us out of ourselves and sending us into our-
selves. Peihaps, if we were to press the inquiry to the last
resort, we might find that between absolute equals^ mere se/f*
repetitions, this affection would hardly arise ; that some differ-
ences and inequalities must still mingle with the general
identity of type, to touch the secret springs from which
society arises ; and that as, in the family group, the inter-
mixture of strength and weakness, of beauty and force, of
looking up and looking down, is essential to its binding
love ; so, m the wider circle, the real combining principle is
a mutual complementing of defective humanities. Certainly,
between man and woman, between the elder and the child,
the unlikeness is an important element in the attachment ;
delivering the heart from the staleness of self-repetition, and
setting, opposite to each conscious weakness or inaptitude in
one's self, the spectacle of an ideal strength or grace ; and I
see no reason to doubt that a similar secret necessity of
completing some ellipsis of consciousness enters into the
more general texture of human ties. Theie is, however, a
difference in the proportion of the two constituents. In the
domestic relations, the inequality or difference is prominent
. and fundamental, flinging a delightful wonder and surprise
into the identity of nature : in the social relations, it is the
fellowship or resemblance that gives the basis of sympathy
and interpenetrates all varieties with a certain unity. The
former rest on differentiation;

This very contrast again, between the principle of the family
and the principle of the community, forms by its antithesis
a new system of mutually complementary parts, in which
the poles of opposite function elicit new forces; neither the
family nor the community fulfilling its idea, without co-
existence of the other; the home never revealing its true
meaning or perfecting its constitution, but in society ; and
society never finding its soul w disclosing its moral essence,
till formed into an aggregate of families. While, however,
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